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dividual but as belonging in a group with 
a connected meaning. In each case there 
is a reference to the exercise in which the 
word occurred for the first time. The 
choice of these illustrative sentences is 
of course arbritrary. Following the 
vocabulary are poems that are intended 
to be read with some of the lessons in the 
earlier part of the book. The vocabulary 
of each poem is similar to that of the 
lesson with which it is intended to be 
used. For instance, lesson seventeen deals 
principally with birds, and the compan- 
ion poem is Hoffmann von Fallersle- 
ben's Das Lied der VogeL Of the thirty- 
three poems, seventeen are by this poet. 
A more representative selection might 
have been made. 

At the end of the book a few pages are 
devoted to phonetics, that is, there are 
ten exercises transcribed, without com- 
ment, into phonetic notation. The sys- 
tem of the Association Phon^tique Inter- 
nationale is used. 

This "First German Book" will attract 
young pupils, and it is well arranged for 
use in the secondary schools of about the 
grade of the grammar-school. 

Neivson's German Reader. By 8. Alge, 
Walter Rippmann, and Walter H. Buell, 
Newson & Company, New York. 

The authors of this Reader start with 
the conviction that the problem of teach- 
ing pupils to think and to express them- 
selves in a foreign language has found 
no satisfactory solution, and they hold 
that the end can be most nearly approxi- 
mated by making a part of the work for 
every recitation consist in the thorough 
mastery of short selections, which are in- 
teresting to the pupil and stimulating to 
his imagination. And so the book they 
have produced concerns itself with the 
home and familiar objects of the street, 
and with poems and stories that are 
within the grasp and the experience of 
every pupil. There are a few illustra- 
tions, designed to assist the pupil by pre- 
senting to his eye the objects mentioned 
in the lessons. For instance, the picture 
entitled Die Wohnung will have special 
interest for young pupils for it shows 
the interior of a German home, and they 
will thus be enabled to grasp at a glance 
the essential characteristics of German 
style of household furniture and domes- 
tic arrangement. Nearly all the lessons 
are closed with three topics: Fragetiy 
Grammatisches, and Aufgahe. The Fra- 
gen are intended to stimulate conversa- 
tion in German; the names of the other 
topics indicate their character. 

The vocabulary, which is an interest- 
ing piece of work, covers more pnges than 



the main part of the book, there being 
116 pages devoted to vocabulary and 108 
pages to the preceding part. The whole 
vocabulary is in German, and it is ele- 
mentary, clear, and rich in suggestion; 
it contains more than mere definitions. 
Following the vocabulary are two pages 
on German money, weights, etc. The 
work closes with a short collection of 
Gedichte and Marchen. 

Charles Bundy Wilson. 

Choice Songs. Book one. Part I, con- 
taining one and two part songs. Part 
II, containing two and three part songs. 
Selected and arranged by H. 0. R. Sie- 
fert, Superintendent of Public Schools, 
Milwaukee, Wis. Butler, Sheldon & Co., 
Philadelphia, New York, Chicago. 

Durch die vorliegende Liedersammlung 
hat der Verfasser sein Material von fiir 
die Volksschule passenden Gesilngen ver- 
vollstilndigt, und diese bietet nun in 
Verbindung niit der vor drei Jahren er- 
schiedenen Sammlung fiir Sopran, Alt 
und Bass einen luckenlosen Liederkursus 
fiir die acht Grade der Volksschulen, 
Was wir damals an der ersten Sammlung 
als riihmenswert hervorhoben, gilt auch 
von der vorliegenden, deren ganze An- 
lage den praktischen Schulmann verriit. 
Nur musikalisch Wertvolles ist aufge- 
nommen, und der Liedersehatz fast aller 
Nationen hat Vertretung gefunden, aber 
die uns alien so lieben deutschen Volks- 
lieder bilden gleichsam den Grundstock 
der Sammlung. Auch die Texte sind 
geschickt gewahlt; sie sind dem Ver- 
standnis der Alterklassen, fiir die die 
Lieder bestimmt sind, angemessen und 
ihrem Inhalte nach dem Charakter der 
Melodie angepasst. Die Sammlung ent- 
halt iiber 300 Gesange und wird daher 
sowohl dem Geschmack eines jeden Ge- 
sanglehrers, als auch den Bediirfnissen 
einer jeden Klasse Rechnung tragen kon- 
nen. 

Oi'thographischesWorterhuch der deut- 
schen Sprache von Dr. Konrad Duden. 
Nach den fiir Deutschland, 6sterreich 
und die Schweiz giiltigen amtlichen Re- 
geln. Siebente Auflage. Preis 1 M. 65 
Pf . — Von dem gleichen Verfasser : Ortho- 
graphisches Worterverzeichnis der deut- 
schen Sprache. Preis geheftet 20 Pf., in 
Leinwand gebunden 50 Pf. Verlag des 
Bibliographischen Institutes in Leipzig 
und Wien. 

Das Dudensche Worterbuch oder „der 
Duden", wie es der Volksmund getauft 
liat, erfreut sich seit dem Erscheinen der 
ersten Auflage kurz nach dem ersten Er- 
lass des preussischen Kultusministers 
beziiglich der Reform der deutschen Or- 
thographic einer grossen Popularitiit, so 



